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Database of fish chromosomes, by Manfred Klinkhart, Michael Tescbe and 
Hartmut Greven (eds). 1995, Westarp Wissenschaften, 237 p. 

The ''Database of Fish Chromosomes" has been issued and is available at pres¬ 
ent ! This survey of literature collected by M, Klinkhart over many years until June 1995 
also includes numerous reports without ISBN or ISSN numbers that are impossible to find 
in review volumes. The book compiles over 4200 more or less "complete" (depending on 
the available information) data sets on chromosomes of about 2800 species of cartilagi¬ 
nous, jawless and bony fish extracted from more than 1100 publications. 

In the preface, the authors clearly explain that the limitations of this contribution 
are due to the redundancy of data from papers concerning fish either economically or 
phyiogenetically important, such data being themselves separately provided by various 
scientists using various terminologies. 

Chapter 2 explains in detail how to read the database. The classification is based 
on the second edition of J.S. Nelson's "Fishes of World" (1984), not on the third one 
published in 1994 because, according to the author, the database was started with the 
second edition reference. 

It is underlined that scientific names of the taxa are those employed by authors in 
the cited reference even if they have been put into synonymy later on. A column of com¬ 
ments includes the subspecies, if any; the variability of chromosomal characters; avail¬ 
able informations on the geographic origin, on special techniques to visualise chromo¬ 
somes; DNA contents of cells; ploidy levels, etc. The next columns include presence of 
differentiated sex chromosomes; haploid and diploid chromosome numbers; fundamental 
number; karyotype (i.e. chromosome formula) with explanations concerning the type of 
nomenclature used; presence of micro chromosomes; number of NORs (nucleolus organ¬ 
iser regions); position of NORs; mention of different banding techniques used. 

Chapter 3 summarises the classification of Nelson (1984), chapters 4, 5, and 6 
being the database itself, the list of references and the index, respectively. 

Fish cytogenetics is a rapidly evolving field of research, as reflected by the in¬ 
creasing number of publications and symposia. This very complete compilation repre¬ 
sents a mine of informations for specialists, and should take place in the library of any 
laboratory including fundamental or applied ichthyology in it r s programmes. Consider¬ 
ing the importance of this contribution, its price (49 DM) is relatively low. It should also 
be envisaged to update it regularly and to put it at the disposal of the scientific commu¬ 
nity through an international electronic network. 
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